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Language Arts/ Communications

Inside a Poet’s Mind with Amy E. Sklansky (2-5) 
New Links members pay $155, nonmembers pay $195.

Author Amy E. Sklansky gives elementary students a peek inside the mind of a poet in this one hour videoconference. Sharing poems from her own books, she discusses the various places a poet finds inspiration and a few of the many forms poetry can take. Next, she uses PowerPoint slides to model a process for writing a poem, and then encourages students to use the same process to write a poem on their own during the videoconference. Finally, Amy gives examples of the ways a poet may revise her work – emphasizing concepts such as word choice, line breaks, action verbs, and punctuation. Student volunteers are invited to share their work aloud. The main objective of this program is for students in second through fifth grade to gain a greater appreciation for and understanding of poetry. If a second grade teacher would like to participate, the program would be shortened to 45 minutes and would not include the writing time for students. 

Author Visit and Eggs-periments Videoconferences with Amy E. Sklansky (K-2)
New Links members pay $155, nonmembers pay $195.

St. Louis author Amy E. Sklansky, has written five picture books, including the nonfiction picture book, Where Do Chicks Come From? This book, part of the well-respected Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science series, explains what happens inside an egg from fertilization through hatching. Using visuals in a highly interactive videoconference session, Amy outlines various stages of writing the book — research, revisions, artist’s sketches, etc. She also presents "10 Surprising Facts about Chickens" in an engaging true/false format.  Next, Amy and her class(es) will crack open an egg and identify its parts. Then Amy will incorporate terms from the scientific method, such as hypothesis, prediction, and experiment, as she leads students in three different hands-on experiments exploring the properties of eggs. The 45-minute program is for K-2, but can be geared toward an older audience.  Please limit the number of participating students to no more than 30 children.  Student questions about writing or eggs are encouraged. 
Cooking a Book with Amy Sklansky (K-3) 
New Links members pay $155, nonmembers pay $195.

Author Amy E. Sklansky will put on a chef’s hat and coat to “cook” a book for participating students in this videoconference for students in grades kindergarten through third. Into her large cooking pot go inspiration, rough drafts, revisions, pencil sketches, and more as she explains how an author’s idea becomes a published book. She will use her fifth book, The Duck Who Played the Kazoo, as her primary example, though she will also read from her other books.  She will incorporate props such as a kazoo, a piece of original art, and a printing press sheet. Participants are encouraged to interact with the author and should develop an appreciation for both the creative writing and the publishing process during this 45-minute program.  

The Many Hats We Wear: Getting Inspired to Write What You Know
with Barri Bumgarner (7-12)
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers
Tapping into inspiration for students is often as easy as helping them figure out who they are when they write...and can they change "hats" to write something different? This session will help students explore their many inspirations and find out how differently they can write when they don different hats. Join author Barri L. Bumgarner in an interactive workshop that will motivate kids to self-reflect, write, and explore the nuances of who they are when they write.

Soundtracks of Our Lives with Barri Bumgarner (7-12)
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers 
Let your students explore their lives through the lens of songs. In this session, students will listen to songs during a modeling session, consider the stages of their own lives, and illustrate each with a song that fits that portion of their lives. This interactive session will let students self-evaluate, use media to accentuate their writing, and see the value of technology in the writing world. Join author Barri L. Bumgarner in an interactive workshop that will allow kids to see themselves through the eyes of music.

Let's Get Digital with Barri Bumgarner (7-12)
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers 
Teaching today should embrace technology when it works for a unit, not just for technology sake. This interactive workshop, with students in a computer lab or with laptops, will demonstrate how to tell a story digitally, using free PC software. We assume kids are tech-savvy, when in reality, they only know the technologies they're surrounded by everyday (Facebook, texting, gaming). Enticing students to tell a story digitally will open up the world of research, creativity, and show them that they can express themselves in a variety of ways with the world at their fingertips. Join author Barri L. Bumgarner in an interactive workshop that will teach students and teachers the possibilities with digital software.

Peer Pressure with Barri Bumgarner (7-12) 
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers 
Discussion of peer pressure in and outside of school; we recommend/suggest students have read part or all of author Barri Bumgarner’s acclaimed book, Dregs.

Ask the Author Videoconference with Barri Bumgarner (7-12) 
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers

What does it mean to be an author? Where do ideas for books come from? Have your students meet with Missouri author Barri Bumgarner for a question and answer session. Barri is an author of young adult and adult fiction books. We ask participating students take a look at her website to read about her multigenre works prior to the videoconference.

‘Monsters’ Writing Workshop with Barri Bumgarner (7-12)
$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers

Barri will lead a discussion on who/what are the monsters in a person’s life, how did they become monsters, and how to deal with them. This is a two part writing workshop. In the first session, Barri will give the writing assignment to the students and give them tips and tricks for writing, and in the second session, the participating students will share their work and get constructive criticism from the author.

Crime Scene Analysis with Barri Bumgarner (9-12)

$200 for New Links members, $250 for nonmembers
Barri will inspire young writers to create stories brought about from forensic investigations. By opening the door to the imagination, Barri offers a setting that allows students to play forensic detectives and then solve the crime! Students will view a brief excerpt from an episode of CSI. After viewing the initial crime scene footage, each writer will be introduced to the various suspects and other people associated with both the victim and the suspects. Students will then choose which three people they will "interview". Once they conducted each of their interviews, students will write their version of what happened. The goal of this videoconference is to allow students the opportunity to investigate, deduce, then synthesize by writing a creative version of the crime. Students will observe, interact, interview, synthesize, and ultimately create during this session.

Author Visit with Carolyn Lesser (2-adult)

Custom-designed writing videoconference for educators and/or students… This v/c is offered to give the most flexibility to planners & educators. Embedded in this program is total control over the content, number of presentations, and the issues/concerns most important to your district or schools.  This makes enrichment dollars pinpoint accurate at addressing your needs. Collaborative planning between educators and the author is one of the riches of this custom design as it brings support and professional development to educators regarding nonfiction writing.  To view some of the possibilities, visit Carolyn’s website for presentation options: www.carolynlesser.com. Cost to be negotiated with author.

For three session videoconferences (listed below):
Nonmembers pay $650 for three videoconferences

New Links members pay $600 for three videoconferences

Teacher sessions are at 4 p.m. CT

Student sessions at either 9 a.m. CT or 11 a.m. CT

Writing Nonfiction Prose or Poetry

Session #1…45 minute conference call from teachers to plan for students

Session #2…45 minute interactive presentation to students…assignment

Session #3…45 minute interactive reading/positive feedback from Carolyn to students

* Carolyn will choose writing topics appropriate for grade level

* Students will participate in a professional nonfiction writing process

* Teacher input is important…come to conference call with ideas

* Carolyn engages students with enthusiasm for the nonfiction process

Writing Nature Prose or Poetry
Session #1… 45 minute conference/call from teachers to plan for students

Session #2… 45 minute interactive presentation & student assignment given

Session #3… 45 minute interactive reading/positive feedback from Carolyn to student-read work

* Sessions will concentrate on nature writing specific to relevant curriculum

* We will connect science with the writing/research process in prose or poetry

* Research will be stressed for scientific accuracy for topics

* Teacher input is very important…come to conference call with ideas

* Carolyn will engage students with enthusiasm for her nonfiction process

Multi-genre Nonfiction Writing
Session #1… 50 minute conference call from teachers to plan for students

Session #2… 50 minute interactive presentation & student assignment given

Session #3… 50 minute interactive reading/positive feedback to student-read work

* Teacher input/requests/goals discussed in the conference call

* Each nonfiction topic will be written in poetry, prose, letter, journal entry, dialogue, newspaper article, broadcast, report, etc. 

* Professional nonfiction writing process tailored to specific curriculum, requests, goals

* Specific writing topics chosen by teachers/students

* Time will be taken each session for student questions

* Each session will be full of inspiration, enthusiasm, and positive feedback

Author Visit with Patricia McKissack (K-12) For over 10 years, St. Louis author Patricia McKissack has taught students the writing process over videoconference. During hands-on & highly interactive sessions, students discuss plot, themes, character development and more. In a series of three videoconferences, Mrs. McKissack customizes for any grade level and any part of the writing process. In the first v/c, the author meets with the teachers to discuss the goals of the author visit and what books they would like her to present. In the second, the author dialogs with students, and in the third v/c she gives feedback on the writing & illustrations they have done. 

Mrs. McKissack will also post to her blog, sharing inspiration, techniques and research ideas. Students can read about her work and ask questions, as well as respond to her posts at Can You Imagine?: http://authorvisit.wordpress.com. Cost for the series of 3 v/c is $650 for New Links members; non-members $750. The 1st videoconference is always at 4:00 pm, and the last two are at 9:30 or 11:00 am or 1:00 or 2:00 pm CT (see schedule). Student videoconferences last for an hour. 

Dates & topics for this year's three part series will be available soon. The series offered for 2010-2011 include:


• Winter Holidays Around the World
• Creative Writing- Science Fiction

Story Hours New Links to New Learning is pleased to share that award winning author Patricia McKissack will conduct three, 60 minute story-hour sessions.. Pat reads the selected books (see below), she’ll talk about (her) inspiration, and she will take questions from students. These story hours are for students in first through fifth grades (depending on the book). The cost is $200 for New Links members and $250 for non-members. Story Hours include the following books, dates & times still to be determined:


• The Dark-Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural 
• Stitchin’ and Pullin’: A Gee’s Bend Quilt 

• The All-I’ll-Ever-Want Christmas Doll

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

HEALTH/SCIENCE

Adventures in Medicine and Science (AIMS) - Saint Louis University (5-12)
AIMS enriches student’s scientific learning experiences through videoconferences utilizing human specimens. AIMS programs instruct students about anatomy and science, enhancing their understanding about how their bodies work with the goal of increasing their interest in medical careers and encouraging healthy lifestyle decisions by demonstrating the outcomes of good nutrition and encouraging the avoidance of drug and alcohol abuse. Professional facilitators guide students in the following topics over interactive vc: You Are What You Eat: Teen Nutrition; Dental Health; Organ Transplant; Anatomy of the Human Brain and Human Heart, Dissections of Pig Heart and Sheep Brain. 

* General Cadaver Demonstration - Students participate in an interactive cadaver demonstration that highlights the location and function of the major organs and systems of the body.
* Forensic Autopsy Demonstration - Students participate in an interactive cadaver demonstration following basic procedures used during a forensic autopsy while outlining the principles of objectivity, scientific method & evidence gathering..
* General Sports Medicine Demonstration - Students participate in an interactive cadaver demonstration that will outline most of the common sports injuries of the shoulder, elbow, knee and ankle. Basic principles of injury management will also be discussed.

Programs can be scheduled upon request preferably on Thursdays or Fridays. Preferred start time (Central time zone) should be submitted with registration request.  Selection and confirmation of requested start time is dependent on availability.  Elementary programs are 45 minutes, middle and high school programs are an hour; New Links members get a discounted rate | Non-members: $250 per program.

Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis (1-8)

In partnership with Cooperating School Districts, Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis offers two interactive videoconferences. Both videoconferences are available upon request on Tuesdays and Thursdays (please submit requests with at least three weeks notice).

A Day in the Life of an Astronaut: In this 25 minute vc, students (grades 1-4) will learn about the daily activities of astronauts, including typical work activities, spacewalks, exercise, going to the bathroom, sleeping and eating in space. Students will also see real astronaut food and a short video clip of astronauts “playing” with their food. This videoconference is $75. New Links to New Learning members get a discount.

The Body in Space: In this 35 minute vc, students (grades 5-8) learn about the science behind the effects of space travel on the human body. They participate in hands-on activities and discussions about the environment of space, space adaptation sickness, fluid shift and its effects on body organs, and bone and muscle atrophy with a Challenger Learning Center St. Louis educator. This videoconference is $85. New Links to New Learning members get a discount.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SOCIAL STUDIES/REFERENCE

Princeton Review ACT Prep Classes (10-12) Through 20 hours of instruction over interactive videoconference, students learn concepts and skills to master the ACT, including revolutionary test-taking techniques and tactics specific to each section of the test, all from an instructor from The Princeton Review. Three real ACT practice tests afford students the opportunity to practice what they learn and track their improvement during the five week course. A computer-generated analysis of each practice test provides detailed information identifying strengths & weaknesses, allowing students & teachers to focus on the areas where students need to improve.

The registration deadline for this interactive h323 videoconference course is Tuesday, August 31. Late registration runs through September 13. If you register by the end of business on August 31, the course costs $140. If you register between September 1 through 13, the prices raises to $190 for the Fall 2010 ACT prep class.

Classes run 3:30 – 5:30 PM Central

Tuesday, Sept. 21 | Thursday, Sept. 23

Tuesday, Sept. 28 | Thursday, Sept. 30

Tuesday, Oct. 5 | Thursday, Oct. 7

Tuesday, Oct. 12 | Thursday, Oct. 14

Tuesday, Oct. 19 | Thursday, Oct. 21

Saturday tests run 9:00 AM.

ACT registration forms and more information can also be found here.

St. Louis County Library Gale General OneFile & EBSCOHost Workshops 
(9-12) St. Louis County Library Coordinator of Electronic Database Training Paul Steensland now presents videoconference workshops on both Gale General OneFile and EBSCOHost’s MasterFILE Elite database. Students can use Gale General OneFile (which “puts approximately 36 million database records at your users’ fingertips“) or MasterFILE Elite to find full-text articles from 1,000+ popular magazines including Time, Discover and American History. During these interactive videoconferences, high school students learn how to search Gale General OneFile or MasterFILE Elite’s database using keyword searching and how to print & email their articles. In order to take advantage of this workshop, it is best if students use computers during the videoconference, but this is not mandatory. Prior to the videoconference, Paul contacts participating teachers to learn about the topics students are researching, so he is able to highlight some specific resources. In addition, this videoconference can also be a PD session for educators.


Trial by Wire: High School Mock Trial Project (9-12) Trial by Wire allows several vc sites to try a murder case together. This project entails research by the students and their participation in a videoconference. They will simulate a court trial (taken from an actual state of Missouri court case). A librarian from the St. Louis County Library will act as judge and will help students research the case. Three classes from different schools are required to participate. One will act as the prosecution, one will be the defense, and one will be the jury. Here is the actual breakdown of the vc:


1. Prosecution presents their evidence and argument, then Defense presents their evidence and argument.

2. Both sides present their final arguments; jury is allowed to question the judge before deliberating. Judge instructs the jury as to their task and deliberations; jury deliberates & reaches a verdict.

3. Jury announces their verdict; jury explains their verdict. Judge makes a statement. Students ask additional questions and discuss their learning experiences. (Depending on time, this may have to be done at a second videoconference or over email.)

Please call with your requested date & time. This fits best with a block scheduling high school, but it is not required. If you want your class participate in a mock trial, or have questions about the program, contact Martha Bogart at mbogart@csd.org. 
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